[A critical review of the history of the systems for staging colorectal cancer].
A great debate is still open in literature about the available staging systems of colorectal cancer. Therefore, an historical analysis of the several systems suggested in the last decades was performed; pathological, clinicopathological and more recent score clinicopathological staging systems were evaluated. From this historical review it appears that subsequent modifications of various classifications allowed only for a poor improvement in predictivity. A more careful histopathological examination of surgical specimen and more exact information about involvement of other organs and tissues allow a correct classification of patients affected by colorectal cancer independently of the staging system used.